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University of East Anglia – CRU
E-mail Hacking (17 Nov 2009) 

From: Phil Jones <p.jones@xxxxxxxxx.xxx>
To: ray bradley rbradley@xxxxxxxxx.xxx

Subject: Diagram for WMO Statement
Date: Tue, 16 Nov 1999 13:31:15 +0000

[...]I've just completed Mike's Nature trick […] 

to hide the decline[…] 

“I think I‘ll delete the file rather than send to anyone.“



Three Inquiries

Report of the 
International Panel 
set up by the 
University of East 
Anglia to
examine the 
research of the CRU

Governmental Report
31. March 2010

University Report
14. April 2010

Independent Report
7. July 2010
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Rectification 

• Current total area ~ 30,000 km2 as 
cited in first §

• Disappearance by 2035 would require 
25-fold acceleration of estimated past 
loss rate of glaciers

(PBL report 2010)

Most Discussed Errors of IPCC AR4 
Himalaya Glaciers

(IPCC AR4, WG II, p. 493)



Climate Change Will Affect
the Asian Water Towers

„The Brahmaputra and Indus basins are
most susceptible to reductions of flow, 
threatening the food security of an 
estimated 60 million people.“

(Source: Immerzeel et al. 2010 Science)



Most Discussed Errors of IPCC AR4 
Dutch land area below sea level

(IPCC AR4, WG II, p. 547)

Rectification 

• 55% at risk of flooding; 26% below 
sea level, 29% susceptible to river 
flooding



IPCC Errata Established



Published 5 July 2010

•No significant errors found
in summary conclusions

•Provenance of summary
statements needs to 
become more transparent in 
future reports

•Examples of negative 
impacts dominate at 
summary level; the relative 
contributions from other
important areas (such as 
industrialisation, population
growth, and land use) are
not sufficiently accounted
for.



Climate Change 
and Malaria 
Endemicity

(Source: Gething et al. 2010 
Nature)

Pre-intervention (~1900)

Today (2007)

Change in endemicity (between 2007 and 1900)

„[…] the success or failure of 
our efforts against the parasite
in the coming century are likely
to be determined by factors
other than climate change.“



InterAcademy Council Review of the IPCC



IPCC Reform – Separation of Church and State

Science Politics



Amazongate, Africagate, Leakegate

IPCC Shamed By Bogus 
Rainforest Claim
31 January 2010

Africagate: top British scientist 
says UN panel is losing credibility
3 February 2010

Two articles by Jonathan Leake, 
Environment Editor 

IPCC AR4 Synthesis Report

Neue Fehler beim Klimarat - Aus 
Nordafrika machte IPCC ganz Afrika
8 February 2010

Leak(e)age to newspapers around the world

IPCC AR4, WG II, p. 596



Published Corrections

Retraction of article on Amazongate
20 June 2010

NYT mentions retraction
of FR article
24 May 2010 

Retraction of article on Africagate
30 April 2010



Part 3

• The CRU Crime 

• IPCC: errors, reform, and the media

• Climate skepticism on the rise?

• Climate change and the integrity of science

• Tragic triumph



Climate skepticism on the Rise?



Jon Krosnick (Standford University)
Question: “Do you think that the earth's 

temperature has been heating up over the 
last 100 years? “
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Question: “As far as you know, do you 
personally think the world's climate is 

changing, or not? ”
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A majority continues to believe in anthropogenic
global warming

Climate Skepticism on the Rise?

75% say human 
behaviour is substantially
responsible

78% say warming is at 
least partly caused by
human activity

(n = 1822)(n = 1000)



Gallup
Question: „Thinking about what is 
said in the news, in your view, is 
the seriousness of global warming 
generally exaggerated, generally 
correct or is it generally 
underestimated?” (48% respond 
“exaggerated”)

Skepticism of Public Skepticism

Pew Research Center
Question: „From what you’ve read and 
heard, is there solid evidence that the 
average temperature on earth has been 
getting warmer over the past few 
decades, or not? (57% see evidence)

(Source: J. Krosnick, NYT Op-Ed 8 June 2010 )



Spiegel Umfrage
Question: “Are you personally afraid of climate 

change? ”
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Continued Trust in Science

Small recent decline in people who 
believe in global warming probably due 
to weather variability and not due to 
increasing skepticism about science

• No decline in trust in environmental
scientists (2008: 65%, 2009: 70%, 2010: 
71%)

• Only 9% heard about the e-mails 
messages hacked from the computer 
system at CRU and believe they 
indicated that climate scientists should 
not be trusted; 13% likewise w.r.t. IPCC 
errors

(Source: J. Krosnick, NYT Op-Ed 8 June 2010 )



From NIMBY to NOMBI – Not On My Bill

(Source: J. Krosnick, NYT Op-Ed 8 June 2010 )

• Large majorities favor government
limiting business’s emissions of 
GHGs (76%) and offering tax breaks 
to encourage utilities to make more 
electricity from renewables (84%). 

• At the same time, large majorities 
oppose direct taxes on electricity 
(78%) and gasoline (72%) 
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Climate Change and the Integrity
of Science



• “When someone says that society should wait until scientists are absolutely 
certain before taking any action, it is the same as saying society should never 
take action.”

• “We […] call for an end to McCarthy-like threats of criminal prosecution 
against our colleagues based on innuendo and guilt by association, the 
harassment of scientists by politicians seeking distractions to avoid taking 
action, and the outright lies being spread about them.”

• “Society has two choices: We can ignore the science and hide our heads 
in the sand and hope we are lucky, or we can act in the public interest to 
reduce the threat of global climate change quickly and substantively. The 
good news is that smart and effective actions are possible. But delay must 
not be an option.”

Quotes from the letter:

A Turning Point in the Attack on 
Climate Science*

(*Keith Schneider)
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Copenhagen – Collapse of the Wave Function
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Cassandra Prophecies



Pascal‘s Wager

Lucas Signorelli, Apocalypse 1499-1502, Cathedral of Orvieto
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Humankind‘s Climate Wager

A1: Unabated global warming will generate dangerous, if not disastrous, 
impacts

A2: Humankind will respond, with appropriate mitigation and adaptation
measures, to the challenge sketched by science

p1 (A1 is correct) = 0.9 

p2 (A2 is correct) = 0.1 

Assertions

Plausible probabilities

Joint-probability matrix for the global warming predictor-corrector problem

0.1 · 0.9 = 
0.09

0.1 · 0.1 = 
0.01

Incorrect

0.9 · 0.9 = 
0.81

p ≡ p1 · p2 =
0.9 · 0.1 = 0.09

Correct

IncorrectCorrectA2
A1

“Glory“ “Tragedy“

“Disgrace“ “Farce“

“Tragic Triumph“

(Schellnhuber 2010)



Questions?

Comments?


