Moderator Introduction (1 minute)
The list projected on the screen behind me is an example of the many global social-ecological problems that we face today.  All are clearly important, but one has received wide-spread attention that the others have not.  Indeed, under decreasing funding conditions, climate change has garnered an increasing portion of these decreasing funds. 
This attention from world leaders and media, and the reallocation of funds to climate change prevention and adaptation appears to indicate that 
CLIMATE CHANGE IS THE NUMBER ONE GLOBAL PROBLEM.
These teams have been invited here today to debate this issue. Each team will have three, three minute opportunities to present their position. We will alternate between teams.  Using a coin toss, we have determined that team A will begin the debate. 

Moderator Conclusion (2 minutes)
I believe that we have learned several lessons from this debate:

First, all of these global problems are immediate though very different in quality. The need for immediate attention to climate change is derived from the enormous physical and social inertia of the system. We have set in motion irreversible consequences, and we require time for the evolution of social, technological, and institutional transformations necessary to prevent and adapt to climate change. The need for immediate attention to other problems – like disease, hunger, terrorism, education -  speaks to the potentially irreversible and tragic consequences that individuals and communities  face right now.
Second, global problems of all sorts – climate change or otherwise – are interconnected. The existence of any of these problems can aggravate the others. Conflict can arise from scarcity. Greenhouse gas emissions are released with other air pollutants. And hotter or more variable weather can exacerbate problems of disease, sanitation, and malnutrition. 
It seems reasonable, then, to conclude that addressing one problem can also address another.  In other words, there are co-benefits. We’ve heard and argument that efforts to address climate change, if well-conceived and implemented, can address other global problems as well. We’ve also heard that communities that are under severe stress may truly be concerned with climate change, but are too constrained to do anything about it. In this case, attention to other problems can build adaptive capacity, improve the resiliency of communities, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  
That said, Carolina provided us with an excellent example(s) of how attempts to capture co-benefits can fail. Let me emphasize, that we cannot be sloppy in our efforts to capture co-benefits.  But we should embrace these “experiments” and learn from them. 
Finally, it is clear that all of these problems are important, and it is very difficult to prioritize any one over the other. We need better ways to choose the projects we pursue and fund.  Keeping in mind that we can never do just one thing, I’d like to suggest that one criterion be the careful treatment of interconnectedness, co-benefits, and negative externalities. Perhaps our next conversation or debate can address that topic.
