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INTRODUCTION
| define “civic buildings” as follows: Civic buildings are:

e NOT primarily residential or commercial
e Where people gather or attend activities
e Pertain to more than one household or extended kin group

Commercial structures are excluded because they serve different functions than civic buildings,
which are important in the political and public life of cities (Moore 1996). Most infrastructure is
excluded (walls, gates, canals) because such features are not gathering points. Civic buildings
are places where “collective events” (Zuiderhoek 2017) take place; another term for these
buildings and gatherings is “social infrastructure” (Klinenberg 2018).

Royal palaces are included not because they were residences of kings, but because of
the myriad other activities that took place in most such palaces (Smith n.d.:Chapter 7).
Although nonroyal elite residences could have civic functions in some traditions, | do not
include them. I try to avoid counting unique buildings (apart from royal palaces and large
temples).

These data pertain to societies, and not to individual cities. A better (and far more time-
consuming) approach would tally civic structure by city, and then perhaps aggregate to the
societal level. Having data on the numbers, sizes, and distributions of civic buildings within
individual cities would be informative, but | am not able to do that.

I’'m not sure what | am going to do with this; I’'m not sure it is sufficiently rigorous for
publication. Comments and critiques are welcome. Below are the sources | used.
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1. MEDITERRANEAN

Building type Egypt Sumer Minoan Athens Rome Medeival

# of types of civic building 3 3 2 7 11 4

Administration:
Basilica
Library | | |
Office for officals _ X
Palace X X X
prytaneion | |
Governing assembly building _ X X
Religion:
Large temple |
Small temples/shrines X X X
‘Smaller cult buildings '
Seclusion compound X
Hospital
Entertainment:
Amphitheater
Circus
Odia
‘Stadium | | |
theater X
Recreation: '
‘Bath | _ _ X
Gymnasium X

x X X X X

Egypt, Middle Kingdom (3 types)
e Sources: (Kemp 2006:Chapter 5; Moeller 2016)
e Comments: | am classifying storehouses as commercial facilities, not civic buildings.

Mesopotamia, Early Dynastic (3 types)
e Sources: (Kubba 1987; Lloyd 1978; Roaf 1995; Woolley and Moorey 1982)
e Comments: | am not considering the workshops and storage facilities associated with
the Temple Oval of Khafajeh as civic structures.

Minoan (2 types)
e Sources: (Letesson and Knappett 2017; McEnroe 2010; Whitelaw 2017)
e Comments: | classify what McEnroe calls “public shrines” as small temples. Whitelaw
describes a number of “institutional structures,” but these appear to be craft
workshops, not civic buildings.

Athens (7 types)

e Sources: (Hansen and Fischer-Hansen 1994; Morgan and Coulton 1997; Wycherly 1962)
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e Comments: The target period is Classical Athens. | classify the bouleterion as a Goerning

assembly building.

Roman Empire (11 types)

e Sources: (MacDonald 1986)

e Comment: MacDonald lists 16 different types of buildings, plus several transportation
features (e.g., streets); | removed the commercial types, and consolidated the others to
be comparable to the other urban traditions.

Medieval (4 types)

e Sources: (Langton 1979; Lilley 2002; Pounds 2005; Schofield and Vince 2003)

e Comments: My target period is the late medieval period in Britain and northernEurope.
All civic buildings fall under the category “religion,” although many served non-religious
functions as well. The temple types are cathedrals and parish churches. The category of
friary includes monasteries and secular colleges. Compared to other urban traditions
medieval towns and cities have an unusually large number of commercial buildings,
including shops, bakeries, workshops, forges, dyeworks, guildhalls, and warehouses.

Shang (2 types)

e Sources: (Chang
1980; Thorp
2006)

e Comments:
These data
pertain to
Anyang. Chang
mentions two
types of civic
architecture:
palaces and long
buildings that
may have been
temples. Thorp
also describes
two types:
palaces and
mortuary
temples.

Chang’an (8 types)

2. OTHER OLD WORLD
Buildidng type Shang @ Chang'an Angkor W Africa
# of types of civic building 2 8 3 2

Administration:

Basilica

Library

Office for officals

Palace

prytaneion

Governing assembly building
Religion:

Large temple

Small temples/shrines

Smaller cult buildings

Seclusion compound
Entertainment:

Amphitheater

Circus

Odia

Stadium

theater

e Sources: (Heng 1999; Steinhardt 1990)
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e Comments: It appears that much of the variation in building types occurred within the
large walled palace compounds. But such inner buildings are not civic structures, unless
urban residents entered the palace compound to go to the building.

Angkor (3 types)
e Sources: (Coe and Evans 2019; Jacques 1999)
e Comments: Although historical sources state that Jayavarman built hospitals throughout
the empire, in the absence of specific information | have not included hospitals for
Angkor.

West Africa (2 types)

e Sources: (Hull 1976; Krapf-Askari 1969; Ojo 1966)

e Comment: The target area is late pre-European West Africa. Hull covers nearly all of pre-
European sub-Saharan Africa, and these data may pertain to that entire area. He says:
(p.112): “Without substantial revenue, an educated elite, and a large labor force, it
would have been impossible for a town or city to undertake the construction of public
buildings on a monumental scale. That so little monumental architecture exists in sub-
Saharan Africa is probably a reflection of the difficulty in accumulating the necessary
wealth and labor, particularly in societies with underdeveloped monetary systems.”

(112)
3. MESOAMERICA

Building type Olmec Maya Teo Aztec Hohokam Inka

# of types of civic building 3 7 4 6 2 5
Administration:

Palace X X X X

Governing assembly building X X

Throne platform
Religion:

Large temple-pyramid X X X X

Temple X X X X

Shrine X X X X

Ceremonial platform X X

Observatory X

Seclusion compound X
Entertainment:

Ballcourt X X X X

Olmec (3 types)
e Sources: (Flannery and Marcus 2012; Marcus and Flannery 2004; Redmond and Spencer
2008)



October 30, 2020 CivicArchitectureMetaData-V2.docx p.5/9 ‘

e Comments: | am considering both the Olmec settlements on the Gulf Coast—La Venta
and San Lorenzo—and Early to Middle Formative settlements in Oaxaca and other areas.
| interpret the “Men’s houses” as governing assembly buildings.

Maya (7 types)
e Sources: (Andrews 1975) is my main source. (Pollock 1965) is useful, but has too many
minor and idiosyncratic forms. Also, (de Montmollin 1995).
e Comments:

Teotihuacan (4 types)

e Sources: Personal knowledge.

e Comments: There has been no study of civic buildings at Teotihuacan, apart from
studies of individual structures. Likely civic buildings exist, and some have been
excavated, but they have not been described or studied. Although a possible ballcourt
was excavated in the pre-Ciudadela deposits, this was destroyed and built over; unlike
most other Mesoamerican cities, ballcourts were not part of the urban landscape of
Teotihuacan.

Aztec (6 types)

e Sources: (LopezLujan 2006; Marquina 1964; Smith 2008)

e Comments: These data pertain to Tenochtitlan and to most known Aztec city-state
capitals (Smith 2008). For the sacred precinct of Tenochtitlan, | include the Eagle
Warriors House (Lépez Lujan 2006) as a Governing assembly building, and many of the
specialized structures (Matos Moctezuma 2009) as Temples, Shrines, or Ceremonial
platforms. Circular temples diverge from other temples in several respects (Smith 2008),
but they are not separated here.

4. OTHER NEW WORLD
(SEE TABLE ABOVE)

Hohokam (2 types)
e Sources: (Abbott 2003; Bayman 2001).
e Comments:

Inca (5 types)
e Sources: (Farrington 2013; Gasparini and Margolies 1980; Morris and Thompson 1985;
Protzen and Batson 1993)
e Comments: | categorize the kallanka as a Governing assembly building, and the Ushfiu as

a Throne platform. | do not include the fortesses at Cuzco and Ollantaytambo as civic
buildings.



October 30, 2020 CivicArchitectureMetaData-V2.docx p.6/9

REFERENCES CITED

Abbott, David R. (editor)
2003 Centuries of Decline During the Hohokam Classic Period at Pueble Grande. University of
Arizona Press, Tucson.

Andrews, George F.
1975 Maya Cities: Placemaking and Urbanization. University of Oklahoma Press, Norman.

Bayman, James M.
2001 The Hohokam of Southwest North America. Journal of World Prehistory 13: 257-311.

Chang, Kwang-Chih
1980 Shang Civilization. Yale University Press, New Haven.

Coe, Michael D. and Damian Evans
2019 Angkor and the Khmer Civilization. 2nd ed. Thames and Hudson, New York.

de Montmollin, Olivier
1995 Settlement and Politics in Three Late Classic Maya Polities. Prehistory Press, Madison.

Farrington, lan S.
2013 Cusco: Urbanism and Archaeology in the Inka World. University Press of Florida,
Gainesville.

Flannery, Kent V. and Joyce Marcus
2012 The Creation of Inequality: How Our Prehistoric Ancestors Set the Stage for Monarchy,
Slavery, and Empire. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA.

Gasparini, Graziano and Luise Margolies
1980 Inca Architecture. Translated by Patricia J. Lyon. Indiana University Press, Bloomington.

Hansen, Mogens Herman and Thomas Fischer-Hansen

1994 Monumental Political Architecture in Archaic and Classical Greek Poleis: Evidence and
Historical Significance. In From Political Architecture to Stephanus Byzantius: Sources for
the Ancient Greek Polis, edited by David Whitehead, pp. 23-90. Copenhagen Polis Centre
Papers, vol. 1. Franz Steiner Verlag, Stuttgart.

Heng, Chye Kiang
1999 Cities of Aristocrats and Bureaucrats: The Development of Medieval Chinese Cityscapes.
University of Hawai'i Press, Honolulu.

Hull, Richard
1976 African Cities and Towns Before the European Conquest. W. W. Norton, New York.



October 30, 2020 CivicArchitectureMetaData-V2.docx p.7/9 ‘

Jacques, Claude
1999 Angkor. Kbnemann, New York.

Kemp, Barry J.
2006 Ancient Egypt: Anatomy of a Civilization. 2nd ed. Routledge, New York.

Klinenberg, Eric
2018 Palaces for the People: How Social Infrastructure can Help Fight Inequality, Polarization,
and the Decline of Civic Life. Crown, New York.

Krapf-Askari, Eva
1969 Yoruba Towns and Cities: An Enquiry into the Nature of Urban Social Phenomena. Oxford
University Press, London.

Kubba, Shamil A. A. (editor)

1987 Mesopotamian Architecture and Town-Planning From the Mesolithic to the End of the
Proto-Historic Period, c. 10,000-3,500 B.C. 2 vols. BAR International Series, vol. 367.
British Archaeological Reports, Oxford.

Langton, John
1979 Late Medieval Glouster: Some Data from a Rental of 1455. Transations of the Institute of
British Geographers 2: 259-277.

Letesson, Quentin and Carl Knappett (editors)
2017 Minoan Architecture and Urbanism: New Perspectives on an Ancient Built Envirionment.
Oxford University Press, New York.

Lilley, Keith D.
2002 Urban Life in the Middle Ages, 1000-1450. Palgrave, New York.

Lloyd, Seton
1978 The Archaeology of Mesopotamia. Thames and Hudson, New York.

Lépez Lujan, Leonardo

2006 La Casa de las Aguilas: un ejemplo de arquitectura religiosa de Tenochtitlan. 2 vols.
Fonda de Cultura Econémica, Conaculta, and Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e
Historia, Mexico City.

MacDonald, William L.
1986 Architecture of the Roman Empire, volume 2: An Urban Appraisal. Yale University Press,
New Haven.

Marcus, Joyce and Kent V. Flannery
2004 The Coevolution of Ritual and Society: New 14C Dates from Ancient Mexico. Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences 101: 18257-18261.



October 30, 2020 CivicArchitectureMetaData-V2.docx p.8/9 ‘

Marquina, Ignacio
1964 Arquitectura prehispdnica. 2nd ed. Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e Historia, Mexico
City.

Matos Moctezuma, Eduardo.

2009 Configuration of the Sacred Precinct of Mexico-Tenochtitlan. In The Art of Urbanism:
How Mesoamerican Kingdoms Represented Themselves in Architecture and Imagery,
edited by William L Fash, Jr. and Leonardo Lépez Lujan, pp. 423-442. Dumbarton Oaks,
Washington, DC.

McEnroe, John C.
2010 Architecture of Minoan Crete: Constructing Identity in the Aegean Bronze Age. University
of Texas Press, Austin.

Moeller, Nadine
2016 The Archaeology of Urbanism in Ancient Egypt: From the Predynastic Period to the End
of the Middle Kingdom. Cambridge University Press, New York.

Moore, Jerry D.
1996 Architecture and Power in the Ancient Andes: The Archaeology of Public Buildings.
Cambridge University Press, New York.

Morgan, Catherine and James J. Coulton

1997 The Polis as a Physical Entity. In The Polis as an Urban Centre and as a Political
Community, edited by Mogens Herman Hansen, pp. 87-144. Acts of the Copenhagen
Polis Centre, vol. 4. Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters, Copenhagen.

Morris, Craig and Donald Thompson
1985 Hudnuco Pampa: An Inca City and its Hinterland. Thames and Hudson, New York.

Ojo, G. J. Afolabi
1966 Yoruba Culture: A Geographical Analysis. University of Ife and University of London
Press, Ife and London.

Pollock, H. E. D.

1965 Architecture of the Maya Lowlands. In Archaeology of Southern Mesoamerica, Part 1,
edited by Gordon R. Willey, pp. 378-440. Handbook of Middle American Indians, vol. 2.
University of Texas Press, Austin.

Pounds, Norman J. G.
2005 The Medieval City. Greenwood, Westport, CT.

Protzen, Jean-Pierre and Robert Batson
1993 Inca Architecture and Construction at Ollantaytambo. Oxford University Press, New
York.



October 30, 2020 CivicArchitectureMetaData-V2.docx p.9/9

Redmond, Elsa M. and Charles S. Spencer
2008 Rituals of Sanctification and the Development of Standardized Temples in Oaxaca,
Mexico. Cambridge Archaeological Journal 18: 239-266.

Roaf, Michael
1995 Palaces and temples in ancient Mesopotamia. In Civiliations of the ancient Near East.
Vol. 1, edited by Jack M. Sasson, pp. 423-441, vol. 1. Scribner, New York.

Schofield, John and Alan Vince
2003 Medieval Towns: The Archaeology of British Towns in Their European Setting. 2nd ed.
Continuum, London.

Smith, Michael E.
2008 Aztec City-State Capitals. University Press of Florida, Gainesville.

n.d.  Urban Life in the Distant Past: A Comparative Archaeological Approach. (book
manuscript under review).

Steinhardt, Nancy S.
1990 Chinese Imperial City Planning. University of Hawaii Press, Honolulu.

Thorp, Robert L.
2006 China in the Early Bronze Age: Shang Civilization. University of Pennsylvania Press,
Philadelphia.

Whitelaw, Todd

2017 The Development and Character of Urban Communities in Prehistoric Crete in their
Regional Context. In Minoan Architecture and Urbanism: New Perspectives on an
Ancient Built Envirionment, edited by Quentin Letesson and Carl Knappett, pp. 114-180.
Oxford University Press, New York.

Woolley, Leonard and P. R. S. Moorey
1982 Ur 'of the Chaldees': A Revised and Updated Edition of Sir Leonard Woolley's Excavations
at Ur. revised ed. Cornell University Press, Ithaca, N.Y.

Wycherly, R. E.
1962 How the Greeks Built Cities. 2nd ed. Norton, New York.

Zuiderhoek, Arjan
2017 The Ancient City. Cambridge University Press, New York.



